
 

 

● Every year in the United States, about 23,000 babies do not survive to their first birthday.  
An almost equal number of babies are stillborn, without signs of life.  While fetal and 
infant mortality in the United States has improved, disparities persist between whites 
and persons of color, especially African Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans.  

● Virginia ranks 21st in infant mortality rates as compared to other states (CDC). Black 
women are 9 times more likely than white women to lose their pregnancies in 
Virginia. Governor Northam announced his goal to address maternal mortality 
disparities in Virginia by 2025. But it is impossible to address maternal mortality while 
ignoring preventable fetal and infant deaths.  

● An effective Fetal and Infant Mortality Review Team is an integral part of a 
comprehensive and holistic approach to women’s experiences in Virginia accessing 
reproductive pre- and post-natal healthcare. Without understanding the patterns and 
causes of untimely fetal and infant deaths, it is impossible to develop sustainable 
evidence-based solutions to reduce the number of preventable fetal and infant 
deaths. 

● By creating a Fetal and Infant Mortality Team, the commonwealth will join 28 states that 
have existing review operations for these cases (National CFRP).  

● A Fetal and Infant Mortality Review Team will strengthen the state’s systematic response 
to fetal and infant deaths and complement the Maternal Mortality Review Team’s work 
and the Neonatal and Perinatal Collaborative.  

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/infant_mortality_rates/infant_mortality.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/sosmap/infant_mortality_rates/infant_mortality.htm
https://www.ncfrp.org/fimr-map/


 

● Fetal and Infant Mortality Review is designed to include a community based, action-
oriented process to improve services, systems, and resources for women, infants, and 
families.  

● FIMR brings a multidisciplinary team together to examine confidential, de-identified 
cases of fetal and infant deaths. Through a review of cases, the Team will investigate the 
correlating factors that influence fetal and infant mortality. Armed with this knowledge, 
communities can address the circumstances impacting infant and fetal health and 
create actionable processes of change.  

 

● The proposed legislation requires the Virginia Department of Health and the Office of the 
Medical Examiner to establish a workgroup to make a detailed plan to establish a Fetal 
and Infant Mortality Review (FIMR) Team in Virginia. 

● The workgroup is necessary to determine both the necessary budget and establish the 
team’s work parameters that make sense in Virginia.  

● The Bill also allows, provided the General Assembly allot funds in its budget, the 
Department to hire a coordinator and other contract staff who are experts in the field to 
undertake the planning process, given the complex nature of the work.  

● The Budget Amendment is for $300K throughout the work of the working group.  
● The work of the workgroup is to be completed by December 2021.  


