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SB 1235 is a gag order on the Virginia Department of Health, local health departments, 
and contractors - including school nurses and nurse practitioners who are contracted 
to prevent, identify, or treat victims of sexual assault, domestic violence, and human 
trafficking. This bill would have a chilling effect on programs to support community 
health and harms rather than protect children and young people. This bill would 
prevent highly qualified professionals that work under the guidance of the Virginia 
Department of Health from educating and helping the communities they serve.  

 
 

As amended, the bill is still overly broad and has wide-ranging negative 
implications.  
● This bill stops highly qualified professionals from VDH from being able to serve their 

communities fully by being a trusted source of information and resource-connecting 
throughout the Commonwealth.  

● This bill would prevent VDH, local health departments, and contracted public health and 
social services professionals from communicating with minors without the express opt-
in and consent of a parent on topics covered in family life education - including but not 
limited to : 

• The prevention of human trafficking; dating violence,  

• The characteristics of abusive relationships,  

• Deterring sexual assault,  

• What to do in the event of a sexual assault including f counseling, reporting to 
police, seeking medical attention, etc.    

• Preventing sexually transmitted diseases and understanding health 
implications; and 

• Mental health education and awareness. 
 
This bill does not just hurt existing programs, but also potential future 
programs that actually help minors. 
● It is hard to predict the future or every circumstance where an employee of the 

Department of Health might need to communicate with a young person about any of 
these topics without parental consent, but certainly there are times when that would not 
only be necessary, but advisable.  

 



 

 
This bill actively HARMS minors by reducing the possible sources of help, 
counseling, and vital information they have access to in their daily lives.  
● In the bills current form,  while it allows communication from school nurses about 

health-related matters, it prohibits communication to minors about the availability of 
counseling and legal resources and other information regarding domestic abuse and 
sexual assault without parental consent.  

• The CDC reports that 70% of women and 54% of men who have   experienced 
sexual assault or dating violence first experienced this violence between the ages 
of 11 and 24. Given the magnitude of this issue, public health science calls on us 
to treat this as we would any other epidemic.  

 
The proponents of this bill believe that it will go as far as preventing VDH from 
including on its website resources on any of these topics directed at minors.  
• Del. Byron and Sen. Peake both, as well as The Family Foundation of Virginia, brought up 

that in light of the cancelled texting program on family life matters, the Department now 
has posted a few resources for teens that The Family Foundation and allied groups find 
objectionable, and VDH would be prevented from even posting these or other 
resources on its website.  

• This would mean VDH is prohibited from posting resources such as: 
o Sexual assault hotline numbers; 
o LGBTQ teen suicide prevention information and programs, like The 

Trevor Project, that help LGBTQ teens who live with families who do not 
support them; 

o Resources about dating violence, etc.  
 

The fact is VDH employees and affiliated contractors provide an incredible 
service to the community through accurate, science-based information and 
education that can be lifesaving.  
 
Whether it is related to healthy relationships, human trafficking, Virginia’s sexual and 
domestic violence agencies, many of whom contract with VDH to support information 
sharing on preventing sexual violence and teen dating violence, a means by which young 
people can access critical conversations and education that serve to prevent negative 
health outcomes and reduce and even prevent violence.  
 
This bill seeks to make these essential services less accessible to young people and 
disregards public health and safety. VDH should be used as a partner in education and as 
a medical resource rather than seen as a political adversary. 


